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BRIEF IMPACT

PLATINUM SHINES BRIGHT
RAY CHAN

P

latinum is shining bright for WAbased Impact Minerals, with
promising new discoveries made
amid prevailing record prices for
the commodity.
High grades of the rare platinum group
elements (PGE) rhodium, iridium,
osmium and ruthenium have been
returned from new assays from seven
previously drilled diamond drill holes
at the Red Hill prospect within Impact’s
100%-owned Broken Hill Project in
NSW.
The drill holes had previously only been
assayed for palladium and platinum,
ZLWKDWRWDORIRXWRIWKHGULOOKROHV
completed returning robust widths and
grades of these two PGEs, together with
VLJQLȴFDQW JROG FRSSHU QLFNHO FREDOW
and silver credits.
In the current exploration, the seven
holes with high grades of palladium
and platinum were selected for fullVXLWH 3*( DQDO\VLV E\ ȴUH DVVD\ ZLWK
nickel sulphide collection) for rhodium,
iridium, osmium, ruthenium, palladium,
platinum and gold.
The particular holes were selected
because they intersected up and
down-dip extensions of the previously
reported spectacular intercept from
5+' ZKLFK KDG UHWXUQHG P DW
JW R]  3*( LQFOXGLQJ D YHLQ
of very high grade mineralisation that
UHWXUQHG P DW  JW R] 
7PGE.
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Mineralisation at Red Hill and other
prospects in the Broken Hill area are
H[FHSWLRQDOHYHQRQDJOREDOVFDOH

Among the current standout results,
Hole RHD008 returned 29m at 10.9
g/t 7PGM comprising 0.8 g/t rhodium,
0.9 g/t iridium, 0.8 g/t osmium, 0.8 g/t
UXWKHQLXP  JW SDOODGLXP  JW
SODWLQXPDQGJWJROGFRSSHU
 QLFNHO DQG  JW VLOYHU IURP
surface.

This intercept also included two veins
of very high grade mineralisation
WKDW UHWXUQHG P DW  JW R] 
7PGM, comprising 7.2 g/t rhodium,
 JW LULGLXP  JW RVPLXP  JW
ruthenium, 4 g/t palladium, 7.9 g/t
SODWLQXP  JW JROG  FRSSHU
 QLFNHO DQG  JW VLOYHU IURP P
DQG P DW  JW R]  *0
comprising 0.9 g/t rhodium, 1.2 g/t
LULGLXPJWRVPLXPUXWKHQLXP
29.7 g/t palladium, 19.2 g/t platinum,
JWJROGFRSSHUQLFNHO
and 147 g/t silver from 27.7m.
Impact managing director Mike Jones
said the extensive nature of the rare
platinum group metals in the seven drill
holes suggests it is likely that the other
ȴYHPLQHUDOLVHGKROHVGULOOHGDW5HG+LOO
will also contain the same metals.
Ȋ7KHVH QHZ 3*( UHVXOWV FRQȴUP DJDLQ
that the mineralisation at Red Hill and
other prospects in the Broken Hill area
such as Platinum Springs and Little
Darling Creek, is exceptional even on a
global scale,” he said.
Ȋ7KLVLVEHFDXVHLWLVXQXVXDOWRJHWVXFK
high grades of all the PGE’s together,
and in addition it also contains gold.”
Ȋ3UHYLRXV ZRUN E\ ΖPSDFW KDV VKRZQ

that this is because the parent magmas
are sourced from the deep mantle
and were intruded into the middle to
upper crust during the break-up of the
supercontinent Rodinia about 800m
years ago.
Ȋ$W WKLV WLPH %URNHQ +LOO ZDV FORVH WR
Jinchuan in China, one of world’s major
nickel-copper-PGE deposits, and which
LV RI WKH VDPH DJH DV WKH XOWUDPDȴF
intrusions at Red Hill and Platinum
Springs.
Ȋ$FFRUGLQJO\ ΖPSDFW YLHZV WKH %URNHQ
Hill province as having exceptional
prospectivity for magmatic nickelcopper sulphides.”
At Red Hill, the mineralisation
comprises variably weathered sulphide
mineralisation hosted in veins and
IDXOWVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKXOWUDPDȴFG\NHV
and brittle felsic pegmatites.
The dykes are interpreted as apophyses
from the main Red Hill intrusion and
future exploration will focus on tracking
the dykes back towards the intrusion at
depth. The mineralisation extends over
a strike length of at least 100m and

down to a depth of about 60m below
surface.
ABOUT PGEs
The rare PGEs are used in many
specialist hard-wearing metal alloys,
electronics and for catalytic converters.
Given the recent increase in the
demand and price for many of the
platinum group elements, palladium
and rhodium in particular, the new
assays upgrade the overall tenor of
mineralisation at the project and may
KDYH D PDWHULDO SRVLWLYH HHFW RQ WKH
economics of any future development
of the project. AMR
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